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2.6 Solving Subtraction
Equations
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Think of equations like a balance scale.
Both sides must have the same quantity to be balanced.

If you add something to one side, you have to add the same thing to
the other side.
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Solve y — 23 = 39. Check your answer.

y—-23=39 23 is subtracted from y.

+ 23 + 23 Add 23 to both sides to undo the

y =62 subtraction.

Checky — 23 = 39
62 - 23 £ 39 Substitute 62 for y in the equation.
39 2 39+ 62 is the solution.

Addition is the inverse, or opposite, of
subtraction. If an equation contains
subtraction, solve it by adding to both sides to
"undo" the subtraction.

Solve 78 = s °\15. Check your answer.
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Solve z = 12. Check your answer,
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Solve a = 7. Check your answer.
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Solve 57 = ¢ — 13. Check your answer.
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Solve g - = 14. Check your answer.
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Solve the equation. Check your answer
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Solve the equation. Check your answer.
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